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The door of the study was open, and there on the floor were spread maps, and on their knees before them were my husband and three or four experts trying to work out new national frontiers made necessary by the War. They called to me to come in, and I said: "You look like a lot of little boys playing a game." My husband replied: "Alas, it is the most serious game ever undertaken, for on the result of it hangs, in my estimation, the future peace of the world.*'
The days went on with unceasing work for him. Our house was a meeting place, and every day M. Clemenceau, Mr. Lloyd George and Signor Orlando came, often accompanied by secretaries or people doing special research work on the multitudinous questions which had to be solved.
My husband was visually busy night as well as day. Our Commission occupied the Hotel Crillon and there all the meetings were held which concerned our particular problems. These meetings, in some way that I do not know, were begun in the rooms assigned to Colonel House, and so they continued to be held there for several weeks.
One day I received a note from Mr. Henry White asking if I would allow him to take me to see some of the historic places in Paris of which he had a most interesting knowledge. As a young man Mr. White had been Secretary of our Embassy, and later had held many higher posts in the Diplomatic Corps, so it was a treat to have him as a guide. While we were going from one place to another he asked if he could talk to me as a friend instead of a member of the Peace Commission. "Why, of course," I said. Then in his courtly manner he turned and said: "Dear lady, then I am going really to avail myself of that permission, and tell you a few of the jealousies and sore spots in the Commission to which, I think, by a word to the President, you can bring balm. The first one is that Lansing is terribly sore because the meetings the President attends are held in Colonel House's suite instead of his. Since he is the Secretary of State, forgive me if I say I think he is right; for he is being ignored. Also all the